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duke of Suffolk. From the length of the voyage and the season
of the year, darkness must have closed over the wintry waters
of the Thames before the forlorn captive anived at her destina-
tion, exhausted with fatigue and benumbed with cold. If this
were the case, she was spared the horror of beholding the heads of
her seducer Derhani, and her unfortunate cousin, Thomas Cul-
pepper, over the bridge. One night of suspense was passed by
Katharine in her new prison lodging before her fate was sealed.
How that interval was spent is unrecorded.

Henry gave his assent the following day, February 11, to the
bill of attainder against his once-idolized consort. The same in-
strument included the names of Jane, lady Hochford, Thomas
Culpepper, and Francis Derham. The severed heads of those
gentlemen had been for the last two months withering on London
bridge; so to them the sentence was immaterial. Katharine made
the duke of Suffolk the bearer of a pathetic message to the house
of lords, requesting the intercession of the peers with his majesty,
not for her own life, but that he would be graciously pleased to
have compassion on her brothers, that they might not suffer for
her faults; lastly, she besought his majesty, that it would please
fri-m to bestow some of her clothes on those maid-servants wlio
had been with her from the time of her marriage, since she had
now nothing else left to recompense them as they deserved.

Isfo one appears ever to have felt deeper contrition for the
offences of her youth than this unhappy queen. When she was
informed that she must prepare for death, she addressed her con-
fessor, Dr. Longland, bishop of Lincoln, in these words, which
were afterwards delivered by Trim to a noble young lord of her
name and near alliance: "As to the act, my reverend lord, for
which I stand condemned, God and his holy angels I take to
witness, upon my soul's salvation, that I die guiltless. What
other sins and follies of youth I have committed, I will not
excuse; but am assured that for them God hath brought this
punishment upon me, and will, in his mercy, remit them, for
which, I pray you, pray with me unto his Son my Saviour,
Christ." Oranmer had humanely tried, by eveiy means in his
power, to induce Katharine to preserve her life by acknow-
ledging a pre-contract with Francis Derham. But she repelled
the idea with scorn; and, with the characteristic firmness of
a Howard, determined rather to go to tLc block as queen of
England, than to prolong her dishonoured existence on the terms
suggested. The church of Rome allowed no divorce except in
cases of precontract; and, as Katharine would not admit that
she was troth-plight to Francis Derham, there was no other mode